Calving Time and Breeding Troubles             99
that has scoured for several days usually dies. A calf only a few days old does not have the strength or vitality to withstand an attack of scours very long. Scours must either be prevented or taken in hand very quickly after it starts.
A calf fed as directed will not be likely to scour from over-feeding. If no attempt is made to regulate the diet, scours may follow. If so, this should be corrected at once. Even though the appetite of the scouring calf remains good, the milk ration should be reduced. If the over-feeding is continued, death is sure to follow. It might be good practice to withhold all feed for twenty-four hours. This will give the digestive organs a needed rest. First of all, put the calf by itself so that other calves will not lick the discharges. This is very important. A diarrhea is always caused by an irritation of some sort in the intestines. The calf has a diarrhea because its bowel is overloaded with an indigestible mass of milk-curd. This sets up an irritation which results in scours.
Treatment will be very simple. Take away all feed. Next, try to eliminate this accumulated food in the intestines. This can be done with a dose of castor oil. Give from 3 to 5 ounces, depending on the size of the calf. After this, something will be required to allay the intestinal irritation. Give an ounce of common baking-soda in half a pint of warm milk twice daily. Keep the litter as clean as possible. When the diarrhea has ceased and the calf appears brighter, it may gradually be put on full feed, as outlined under calf feeding. It should not be forgotten that no amount of treatment will save a calf that is exhausted after a long siege of scours. Age does not give it very much resistance and its strength dwindles rapidly. This also applies to pig scours and the young of all animals.
Pneumonia usually occurs when the calf is a month or two old. It sometimes appears as an infectious disease. Scours and pneumonia may be present at the same time. Careful disinfection of the navel of the calf shortly after birth is helpful in preventing this disease. Dip the navel